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be able to realize its full promise for every
single citizen.

I'm honored you all came. I hope you've
enjoyed this as much as I have. May God
bless you all, and may God continue to bless
our country.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. in the
Joyce Center at the University of Notre Dame.
In his remarks, he referred to Rev. Edward A.
Malloy, C.S.C., president, Rev. John I. Jenkins,
C.S.C., president-elect, and Rev. Theodore M.
Hesburgh, C.S.C., president emeritus, University
of Notre Dame; Gov. Mitch Daniels and State
Attorney General Steve Carter of Indiana; Mayor
Stephen . Luecke of South Bend, IN; Mayor Jef-
frey L. Rea of Mishawaka, IN; President Hamid
Karzai of Afghanistan; President Mahmoud Abbas
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Crown
Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia; and President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7873—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 2005

March 4, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The story of the Irish in America is an im-
portant part of the history of our country.
This month, we pay tribute to Americans of
Irish descent who have shaped our Nation
and influenced American life.

Long before the great wave of Irish immi-
gration in the 1840s, people of Irish ancestry
were defining and defending our Nation.
Charles Thomson, an Irishman by birth,
served as Secretary of the Continental Con-
gress and helped design the Great Seal of
the United States. Irish-born Commodore
John Barry fought for our country’s inde-
pendence and later helped found the United
States Navy.

Irish Americans have been leaders in our
public life, and they have retained a proud
reverence for their heritage. In June 1963,
President John F. Kennedy spoke to the Par-
liament in Dublin and told the story of the
Irish Brigade, a regiment that fought val-
iantly for the Union and suffered terrible
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losses during the Civil War. Two decades
after President Kennedy’s visit, President
Ronald Reagan returned to his great-grand-
father’s hometown in County Tipperary, Ire-
land, and greeted the crowd in their own
Irish language.

The industry, talent, and imagination of
Irish Americans have enriched our com-
merce and our culture. Their strong record
of public service has fortified our democracy.
Their strong ties to family, faith, and commu-
nity have strengthened our Nation’s char-
acter. The Irish are a significant reason why
Americans will always be proud to call our-
selves a Nation of immigrants.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2005 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon
all Americans to observe this month by cele-
brating the contributions of Irish Americans
to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 8, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 9. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7874—Save Your
Vision Week, 2005

March 4, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Eye disease causes suffering, loss of pro-
ductivity, and diminished quality of life for
millions of Americans. During Save Your Vi-
sion Week, we raise awareness of eye disease
and encourage all our citizens to take action
to safeguard their eyesight.
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As people age, they can develop conditions
that affect eyesight, including cataracts, glau-
coma, retinal disorders, dry eye, and low vi-
sion. Through regular eye exams, many of
these problems can be detected and treated
early, reducing the risk of vision loss. The
National Institute on Aging, part of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH), suggests
five steps for all Americans to take to protect
their eyesight: regular physical exams; a com-
plete eye exam every 1 to 2 years; a check
of family history; immediate attention if you
notice any loss of eyesight, eye pain, or other
eye problems; and use of sunglasses and a
hat to protect eyes from the damaging effects
of ultraviolet rays.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing Americans lead better, healthier lives. We
have doubled funding for the NIH, helping
the United States to stay on the leading edge
of medical research and technological
change. Through education, prevention,
early detection, and further research into ef-
fective treatments for eye disease, we can
bring hope and comfort to our citizens and
help more Americans keep the precious gift
of sight.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138), has authorized and
requested the President to proclaim the first
week in March of each year as “Save Your
Vision Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 6 through March
12, 2005, as Save Your Vision Week. I en-
courage eye care professionals, teachers, the
media, and public and private organizations
dedicated to preserving eyesight to join in
activities that will raise awareness of the
measures all citizens can take to protect vi-
sion.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 8, 2005]
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NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 9. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 5, 2005

Good morning. In the short time since I
returned from my trip to Europe, the world
has witnessed remarkable developments in
the Middle East. In Lebanon, tens of thou-
sands of people took to the streets in peaceful
protest over the brutal assassination of
former Prime Minister Hariri. For years, the
Lebanese people have suffered from the
aftermath of a horrific civil war and occupa-
tion by Syria. Lebanese citizens who have
watched free elections in Iraq are now de-
manding the right to decide their own des-
tiny, free of Syrian control and domination.
Syria has been an occupying force in Leb-
anon for nearly three decades, and Syria’s
support for terrorism remains a key obstacle
to peace in the broader Middle East.

Today, America and Europe are standing
together with the Lebanese people. The
United States and France worked closely to
pass U.N. Security Council Resolution 1559.
This resolution demands that Lebanon’s sov-
ereignty be respected, that all foreign forces
be withdrawn, and that free and fair elections
be conducted without foreign influence. The
world is now speaking with one voice to en-
sure that democracy and freedom are given
a chance to flourish in Lebanon.

French President Chirac, British Prime
Minister Blair, and German Chancellor
Schroeder have all called on Syria to with-
draw from Lebanon. A Syrian withdrawal of
all its military and intelligence personnel
would help ensure that the Lebanese elec-
tions occur as scheduled in the spring and
that they will be free and fair.

At the same time the Lebanese people
were demonstrating against terrorism in Bei-
rut, the elected leader of the Palestinian peo-
ple, President Abbas, declared that his Gov-
ernment is committed to chasing down and
punishing those responsible for last week-
end’s terrorist attack in Tel Aviv. Such action
is critical, because that attack is a reminder



